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AMENDED REGULATIONS
IN REGARD TO

THE TRANSMISSION OF NEWSPAPERS TO BRITISH
COLONIES AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES.

GENERAL POST OFFICE, August, 1855.
HENCEFORTH: it will not be necessary that newspapers sent

abroad, whether to the British colonies or to foreign countries,
should bear the impressed stamp (the old newspaper stamp);
but, as at present, a postage of one penny must be pre-paid
(either by means of a postage label or in money) on every news-
paper sent to a British colony, with additional postage (accord-
ing to the table in Instructions No. 45), when the newspaper
passes through a foreign country.
The postage on newspapers to foreign countries remains the

same as given in Instructions No. 45; but, as already stated,
it is no longer necessary that the newspaper should bear the
impressed stamp.
In future the impressed stamp will be required only in cases

of repeated transmission of the same newspaper in this country,
though it will of course be available also for single transmission
in this country.
In the transmission of newspapers abroad (whether to the

colonies or foreign countries), the use of the impressed stamp
will entirely cease; it will neither be required nor will it count
as postage, as it will be presumed that where it is employed, it
has already served for the transmission of the newspaper in the
United Kingdom.
From these regulations it will necessarily follow--
1st. That every newspaper going abroad must hereafter

have the postage to which it is liable represented by adhesive
postage stamps, or paid in money.

2nd. That a newspaper, whether published with or without
the impressed stamp, will be placed in the same position for
transmission abroad.

3rd. That the impressed stamp will hereafter apply only to
transmission and re-transmission within the United Kingdom.

ROWLAND HILL, S’ecretary.ROWLAND HILL, Secretary.

THE NEW NEWSPAPER STAMP ACT.

THE Publisher respectfully informs Subscribers to THE
LANCET, and the Newspaper Trade generally, that STAMPED
COPIES can only be transmitted by Post WITHIN FIFTEEN DAYS
from the date of Publication, and also that copies must be so
folded that THE STAMP IS FULLY EXPOSED TO VIEW.

To Correspondents.
THE STUDENTS’ NUMBER OF "THE LANCET" f

will be published on Saturday, September 15th. Pro-

spectuses of Schools, Hospitals, and other Institutions,
intended for insertion in that number, should be forwarded
immediately, addressed to the Editor, at THE LANCET Office
423, Strand.

Lex.-The judge unfortunately could not decide otherwise. The Medical
Witnesses Act, 1 Victoria, does not apply to Ireland. In England a clear
line is drawn between public and merely local medical institutions. A gaol
which is supported by the county rates is not held to be a public institution
within the meaning of the Act; but a gaol, like the Model Prison at Penton-
ville, which is supported by funds contributed by the State, is held to be a
public institution. Hence the surgeons of the Coldbath-fields Prison, Clerken-
well, are paid their fees at inquests, whereas the surgeons of the Model Prison,
which is sustained by payments out of the Consolidated Fund, are not
paid at inquests. The medical officers of hospitals, being public institutions
within the meaning of the Act, are not paid at inquests. Workhouses are
not deemed to be public institutions within the meaning of the Act, and
their medical officers are always paid. Since the decision of Lord Denman
in the Court of Queen’s Bench on the Carmarthen case, (Baker on Coroners,
p. 14, and 9 Law Journal, p. 267,) it has been established that magistrates
have no discretionary power with regard to payments made to medical wit-
nesses by coroners. In England, therefore, the medical witnesses are paid
at inquests in cases in which the coroners themselves are denied payment.
This seems absurd and unjust enough; but such is the fact, and the actual
state of the existing law.

Pennsylvania.-The letter on " Small-pox and the Efficacy of Vaccination" is
ably written, and will no doubt exercise a beneficial influence. We are glad
to perceive that in Pennsylvania vaccination is next to universal." Is
there any local enactment bearing upon the subject?

Mr. LLo-nsctale’s paper has been received, and shall appear in an early number.

3ff. W. H. Livett, (Wells.)-Such remarks are unjustifiable on the part of a
brother practitioner. The best answer to such insinuations will be the recovery
of the patient with his limb intact. 

" The best surgeon," it was said by a
great authority, "is he who preserves, not he who destroys." As to the
twaddle about "age and experience," it will be sufficient to quote the words
of the first Pitt in answer to Horace Walpole, who had accused him of the
"crime of youth’ =" Follies do not always cease with youth, and a man may
be ignorant in spite of experience."

L. A. E.-We know nothing of the person except from his advertisements.
The subject will be noticed at some length in the next LANCET.

Bathoniensis (Bath) is thanked for the suggestion. The list is sometimes

published. With respect to the latter part of the note, we must state that
the return regularly appears, but perhaps not to the extent wished by our
correspondent.

NECESSITY TON A COLLEGE or DENTAL SURGERY.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,-There are few medical practitioners who have not had come under
their notice cases exhibiting the serious consequences resulting from a re-
course to the inducements so pertinaciously pressed into public notice by the
host of ignorant charlatans practising the specialities of surgery and medicine.
In these free-trade days it is not for any particular class of men to claim pro-
tection for themselves in the exercise of their vocation, even though they be
fitted, through great sacrifice of time, trouble, and expense, to alleviate the
sufferings and conduce to the comfort of humanity; yet when they witness, as
the general medical practitioner in common with the properly qualified special
practitioner commonly do witness, such calamities as an eye rendered sightless
through the maltreatment of a so-called oculist, the frightful and sometimes
irremediable condition of the victim of the quack cancer-doctor, the total
deafness occasioned through the pokings and dressings of the puffing aurist,
the suffering and loss (both in teeth and pocket) from the ignorance and ex-
tortion of the supposed dentist, and other distressing evils too numerous to
mention, having their sole origin in the ignorance of impudent pretenders,-
when, I say, such calamities are witnessed by duly informed and qualified
persons, it becomes at once their duty and interest to raise a warniug voice, to
admonish the public at large on the danger of placing themselves in the power
of unprincipled and ignorant men. But experience has proved the difficulty
of arousing the public mind on so important a subject; too often the warnings
of professional men, be they never so wisely given, are disregarded, perhaps
from a suspicion that they are prompted by interested motives, whilst the
victimized suffering members of society are not willing to expose those by
whom they have been duped, for this would involve the necessity of an expose
of their folly in being taken in by the promises of impossibilities held out by
charlatanism, as well as discovering to their friends and to the world the fact
of their being troubled with corns, or of wearing false teeth.

I can speak from experience as to the roguery (for that is not too strong a
word) of a very large number of men who call themselves dentists, but who, in
reality, are wholly ignorant even of the surgical anatomy of the mouth and
parts adjacent, as well as of the principles (to say nothing of the practice) of
mechanism as applied to dentistry. No wonder such men are the origin of so
much disappointment, pain, and, as I believe, death.* Now, the question
arises, How are the public to be saved from these effects of disreputable prac-
tice ? It has been seen that professional remonstrance does not, as a general
rule, avail, and that mauvaise honte seldom permits the victim of the charlatan
to expose him.
In the United States of America colleges of dental surgery are established,

wherein the students receive a thorough professional education, and in that
country, unless a practitioner has been through the prescribed course of study
in one of these colleges, he cannot be looked upon as an orthodox dentist.
Some few years ago an attempt was made in this country to follow the ex-

ample of our brethren in America, and to establish a seminary wherein the
pupils would have the opportunity of acquiring such knowledge as would
entitle them to certificates of qualification; but, owing to some unfortunate
misunderstanding amongst the projectors, this excellent scheme was aban-
doned. If the College of Surgeons were to appoint a properly constituted
Board of Examiners, whose duty should be to hold periodical examinations of
such candidates as were desirous of obtaining such a distinction, for instance,
as might well be termed " Licentiate in Dentistry," I believe that, on the one
hand, the public would be spared a vast amount of injury, and that, on the
other, deutal surgery would take its just position by the side of other liberal
professions. The adoption of such a course would in no way interfere with
the establishment of a Dental College ; on the contrary, such an institution
would become almost necessary; for although the certificate of apprenticeship
to a recognised practitioner for at least three years might perhaps be deemed
sufficient to entitle a pupil to present himself for examination, yet in all cases
it would be desirable that a few months should be spent at college.

I cannot but think that the question now sought to be brought under the
notice of the constituted medical authorities will receive the attentive con-
sideration it so eminently deserves.-I am, Sir, yours, &c.,
August, 1855. SAMUEL LEE RYMER.
* Copper, plated or gilt, has been used as a foundation for artificial teeth

by these unprincipled men, the ultimate evil effects cf which in the mouth
need not be described.

.drsenicum, (Lynn.)-From l-16th to I-8th of a grain.
Alpha.-It is surely unnecessary to say a word about the q2talifccltio2is of the
person named. His publications speak for themselves.

K. L.-1. Dr. Andrew Smith, Army Medical Department, Whitehall-2 6s. to
10s. per diem.

M. H.-It would be better to consult some wholesale druggist on the matter.
Rusticus.-Knox’s Anatomy, Carpenter’s Physiology, Fownes’ Chemistry,

Royle’s Materia Medica, Lindley’s Botany.
COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, &c., have been received from-Dr. Andrew Smith; g
Mr. Lonsdale; Mr. Toynbee; The Secretary of the Royal Medical Benevo-
lent College; Mr. H. W. Livett, (Wells, Somerset;) Bathoniensis, (Bath;)
Rusticus; A Reader of Tnn LANCET for Thirty Years; A Grey-headed
Assistant-Surgeon Mr.Wilson, (Boulogne;) Lex; Alpha; K. L.; L. A. E.;
Pennsylvania; M. H.; Mr. Holbrow, (Stonehouse;) Mr. Castle, (Leeds;)
Mr. Slater, (Crewe;) Mr. Savory, (Woolwich;) Mr. Swinson, (Solihull;)
Mr. Roberts, (Florence;) Dr. Troxler, (Switzerland;) Mr. King, (Hereford;)
Mr. Jones, (Cleobury Mortimer ;) Dr. Williams, (Worcester;) Mr. Joner,
(Swansea;) Arsenicum, (Lynn;) Mr. J. Hawkes ; &c. &c.


